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Suggested Marine Reserve Sites on the 

North Taranaki Coast

Ngã Motu Marine Reserve Society, 2001.

Enquiries:  c/o  Post Office Counter, Egmont Village

Marine Management Tools with Protection as a Purpose

· Marine Reserves

· Marine Parks

· Areas managed under specific place laws, e.g. Sugar Loaf Islands Marine Protected Area.

· Marine Mammal Sanctuaries




· Restrictions on Fishing in certain areas, Fisheries Act.

· Regional Coastal Plans

· Taiapure

· Mataitai

It is suggested that several of these management tools may be combined to offer a more effective means of protecting habitat, promoting biodiversity, and accommodating the needs of different human interest groups. 
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Target System

A Marine Reserve at the centre of this ‘target’ system would result in an undisturbed area acting as a kohanga, or nursery. The Reserve offers protection of the marine habitat, and allows a regeneration of marine life within the area. The current loss of biodiversity is a major problem. 

A Reserve would contribute a ‘spillover’ effect to the surrounding areas. The larger and more productive organisms protected within the Reserve produce more offspring.

	AREA
	LEGISLATION

History


	OUTCOME
	FOR
	AGAINST

	1.

SLIMPA

as a Marine Park

Maintain the Status Quo


	SLIMPA remains partially protected by fisheries regulations and excludes commercial fishing.  The rest of Taranaki coast managed by Fisheries Regulations and quota management.
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	· Declining biodiversity in Taranaki will occur, as in the rest of New Zealand’s unprotected areas. 

· There will be no insurance against expected and unexpected events. 

· Recreational fishing pressure will increase.  

· Commercial, customary and recreational fishing will lose an opportunity to enhance their future fishery.  

· The Treaty of Waitangi is not recognised.

· There will be no baseline monitoring in an undisturbed area, to give accuracy to predictions about biodiversity or fish stocks.


	· Well defined area. Some protection Compliance relies on honesty.

· Support of Sportsfishers and TRC.


	· Too small an area

· Too little protection;

· Complex management-with four agencies

(TRC, NPDC, Min. of Fisheries and DoC).



	2.

Extend SLIMPA to Tapuae

Marine Park


	Considered in 1997/98 as an option. SLIMPA remains partially protected by fisheries regulations and excludes commercial fishing. Managed by DoC.  
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	As above


	· Larger area than present SLIMPA
	· Too little protection

· Difficult to make changes to SLIMPA Act.




	AREA
	LEGISLATION

and history


	OUTCOME
	FOR
	AGAINST

	3.

SLIMPA as a 

Marine Reserve (No-Take)
	Marine Reserve Act  overlaid on the SLIMPA Act giving management to DOC, but also protection of islands and protection from oil drilling.
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	· Recovery of surrounding areas because this area contains the most diversity of habitat and species. 

· There will be some insurance against expected and unexpected events.

· Spillover to surrounding areas benefits all. 

· Recreational fishers will use other areas.

· Boating/diving tourism opportunities available.

N.B. Extending the existing Conservation Area of the Seal Rocks/Waikaranga out to the radius of the SLIMPA boundary was suggested to the Fisheries Liaison Committee in 1998 but rejected because it is too small in area for significant spillover.


	· Known boundary

· Increased protection

· Monitored already


	· Too small, not representative enough.

· Opposed by recreational fishing

	4.

Waiwhakaiho to Oakura 

Marine Reserve
	Marine Reserve: No-take area, managed by DOC. This provides spillover for customary, recreational, and commercial fishery.
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	· Large area with such diversity of habitat that the recovery of natural ecosystems would be maximised. 


	· Excellent representation of habitat

· Large enough to help increase biodiversity & fishing


	· Port position - conflict. 

· Conflict with city use & RMA consents

· Recreational fishing conflict


	AREA
	LEGISLATION

and history


	OUTCOME
	FOR
	AGAINST

	5.

REEFS 

e.g. Kawaroa, Airedale as Marine Reserves


	Discussed 1998 with Dr Bill Ballantine & Ngati Tuwharekura. 

Both reefs are easily accessible to the public, and heavily exploited.

Marine Reserve: No-take area, managed by DOC. 
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Kawaroa

                               Airedale Reef 

[image: image4.jpg]




	· Many diverse areas of habitat and spawning grounds to assist the recovery of the natural ecosystem. 

· This provides spillover for customary, recreational, and commercial fishery.  


	· Rich reefs worth protecting.

· Insurance against expected and unexpected events (principle of replication)
	· Treaty issues

· Each reef is too small an area.


	AREA
	LEGISLATION

and history


	OUTCOME
	FOR
	AGAINST

	6.

South West Extension (Herekawa to Tapuae)

Marine Reserve
	Managed by DOC.  Ngati Tairi would lose a large customary area. This area was first suggested in the Proposed South West Extension Report (1991).
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	· No-take area provides spillover for customary, recreational, and commercial fishery.  

· This may take a longer time to recover because the area is not as diverse in habitat and marine life. 

· Includes important littoral (coastal) representation. 

· Seal Rocks / Waikaranga remains only partially protected as a Conservation Area

· SLIMPA continues to come under greater recreational fishing pressure as technology advances and an urban population takes advantage of local kaimoana.


	· Spillover to surrounding areas 

· Biodiversity recovers. 

· Very accessible for public from both ends. 

· Asset for city of New Plymouth.


	· Larger area unavailable for customary, recreational and commercial fishing. 

· Some impact on commercial crayfishing


	AREA
	LEGISLATION

and history


	OUTCOME
	FOR
	AGAINST

	7.

Paritutu to Tapuae Stream including Waikaranga/Seal Rocks

Marine Reserve

Present Proposal
	Having considered all of the options (including No. 8 below) during consultation since 1997, Nga Motu Marine Reserve Society suggests option (7) as the best for assisting the recovery of marine ecology and having the most likelihood of agreement with public, tangata whenua, and fishers. It is therefore the one most likely to survive the next stages of the legislative process.
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	· It would be managed by DOC

· The area is of sufficient total area and includes some of the exceptional habitat of SLIMPA.  

· The area of SLIMPA left outside the marine reserve would still be partially protected by fishing regulations and provides shelter for recreational fishers.

· A likely compromise that could be supported by recreational fishers.  
	· The islands of Nga Mahanga and Moturoa would still be protected as significant conservation areas although not included in the marine reserve.  

· Tangata whenua would have a marine reserve adjoining customary fishing areas for spillover.  

· Treaty rights could be acknowledged through a joint application with tangata whenua and a Marine Reserve Management Committee weighted in favour of tangata whenua. 

· In time this area would become a place of great mana for tangata whenua, high recreational value for the community

· This is an insurance policy for fishing interests 

· An asset for the city. 

· There would be baseline monitoring 

· Educational opportunities.
	· Larger area unavailable for customary, recreational and commercial fishing. 

· Some impact on commercial crayfishing

	8.

SLIMPA + South-West Extension

Marine Reserve
	Combination of both areas – All SLIMPA and the South-West Extension as a Marine Reserve administered by DoC.
	Ideal
	· Larger area to allow maximum opportunity for the recovery of biodiversity.
	· Public wish to fish this area.








Management Options New Plymouth Area, 2000
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